( their unit believed the act had the full approval of their 
superiors, it was learned yesterday. 

Hell able sources also were told that the killing threatens 
to explode into an international incident that could hazard 
the Paris peace talks. 

They implied in saying this that the Vietnamese man 
who the Army said was murdered was connected or re- 
lated to important personages. The Army still has not said 
who the victim was. 

It can be said authoritatively, however, that the Green 
Berets concluded — possibly after torturing him — that the 
murdered man had been spying for Hanoi. 

Pentagon and other administration officials still refuse 
to discuss the case on grounds this would jeopardize the 
legal rights of the accused men. 

There is evidence in Washington, informed sources said, 
that the Vietnamese man was killed only after considerable 
discussion by Green Beret officers and civilian intelligence 
officials in Vietnam. 

The focus of these discussions, it was learned, was on 
what should be done with this “plant” Hanoi had placed in 
the Green Beret unit. The conclusion was that the Viet- 
namese agent knew too much about the clandestine opera- 
tions of the Special Forces to make it feasible to release him. 

The decision to get rid of him was made after checking 
through several layers of c ommand in Vietnam, raising the 
possibility that any trial stemming from the pending 
charges could implicate others beside CoL Robert B. 
Rheault, the West Pointer who was summarily removed as 
commander of the Green Berets in Vietnam. 

It is stressed at the Pentagon and elsewhere that the 
eight Green Berets are only under investigation regarding 
the murder— not formally charged. The Army said they are 
suspected of the murder and of conspiring about it. 

The Army said the Vietnamese man was murdered 
near Nhatrang on June 20. But the Army did not disclose 
that eight Green Berets were suspects until last Wednes- 
day. 

See BERET, A6, Col. 7 



Victim Considered a Spy 

Killing Approved , 
Berets Believed 

By Richard Homan ftjj 0 \ 

Washington Post Staff Writer 
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Why the Army moved against the men is one of the 
many mysteries surrounding the case. One administration 
source said the Army publicized the incident after a re- 
porter in Saigon asked military officials why a major was 
locked up In the Longbinh jail. 

The Green Berets awaiting trial, according to military 
sources, are bitter about being jailed. ' - 

While no one talks about it in public, t orture and miirrio r 
are nart nf th^.rl B nrWin» a Mj Y jfips n f tV S nertiil 
established as an .elite group by the United States g overn. 

Attracts World Attention 

The pending murder case has focused world attention on 
that ugly part of American activities in Vietnam. And 
there are no signs that all the efforts at secrecy are df- 
minishing international interest in the case. ~ 

The arrest of Rheault and his seven comrades-in*arms 
thus has put the Army on trial. The other suspects are? 
Maj. Thomas C. Middleton Jr. of Jefferson, S.C.; Maj 1 . David 
E. Crew of Cedar Rapids^ Iowa, commander of a military 
intelligence detachment; CW02 Edward M. Boyle of New 
York City, a member of Crew's unit; Capt. Leland J. 
Brum ley of Duncan, Okla.; Capt. Robert F. Marasco of 
Bloomfield, N.J.; Capt. Budge E. Williams of Athens, Ga„ 
and Sgt. Alvin L. Smith Jr., of Naples, Fla. 

Congressmen from the home districts of these men will 
demand a full explanation of the case from the Army. The 
ones who already have inquired have been put off. But 
Pentagon officials acknowledge that the lid cannot be 
kept on very much longer. 

In the absence of any official explanation of the killing, 
rumors are racing around Washington and the Vietnamese 
countryside about the identity of the victim and the where-' 
abouts of his remains. 

Any full-blown public trial is likely to uncover not only! 
activities of the Special Forces in Vietnam but Central, 
I ntelligence Agency operatives as well. -I 

Reaction to Disclosures 

The public reaction to disclosures about some Green 
Berets' activities is likely to be one of shock, as witness 
the world reaction to the first reports about American 
bombing killing North Vietnamese civilians. 

Army sources stress that the pending case stems from 
a standard military operation — unpleasant as it may be* 

In this sense, the tactic of assassination as a legitimate 
; part of war is under challenge. ' «vj 

The lawyers who will defend the eight accused men if the 
j case comes to trial are expected to stress the approval at 
. the top for Green Beret operations. 

t George Gregory of Cheraw, S.C., a lawyer representing 
i Middleton, was scheduled to arrive in Saigon on Saturday* 

- (Vietnamese time) but was delayed in Hawaii because of 
the Pan American Airlines strike. . - 
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